'IMBECILE FANATICAL CHAPLAINS*
at Bernis9 ecclesiastical collar. 'You are not included in the
universal deluge of my hatred.'

'My friend/ said Bernis, 'as it is to the Jesuits that you owe
your training in the art of rhetoric, you should not tax all
priests so hardly. The thing that gave offence at Court was
that your praise of certain courtiers was a little ... indiscrimi-
nate, a little universal. Someone said of you

// a loue depuis Noailles
Jusquau moindre petit morveux
Portant talon rouge a Versailles.

They say it savoured a little of ambition.'

Voltaire took a pinch of snuff and did not reply.

'Yes/ teased the marquise, 'you will never be satisfied until
you are an ambassador at least.,.. Confess you were flattered
when a whole swarm of pretty ladies begged you to praise in
your poem the warlike valour of their remote cousins?'

'Madame, I only long to serve the master/ croaked Vol-
taire, dusting his jabot with a kerchief.

'And the master is the very person who thinks you danger-
ous/ said Bernis. 'You will never rise to eminence in this
country until you give up railing against established religion/

'Ah, my friend^ you need not preach/ said Voltaire silkily.
'The cardinal de Fleury saw he could not givejyra any promo-
tion in the Church till you had renounced your pretty coup-
lets and had ceased being the rage in ladies' salons. He refused
to help you.'

'Do you remember my reply?' countered Bernis, savouring
the reminiscence of his revenge. 'I said, "I will wait." For he
was very old... .*

And all three laughed.

In July, the official warrant creating Toinette marquise de
Pompadour came from the King. This gave her the right to
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